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Ute Mountain Ute Tribe
Overview! The Utes were Hunters & 

Gatherers 
! The Utes, originally were seven 

(7) Bands situated in Colorado & 
Utah

! The Weeminuche Band is now 
known as the Ute Mountain Ute 
Tribe

! 2,500 Tribal Members
! Colorado & Utah Residence
! 55 Years of Age Life Expectancy
! 26 Years Median Age

u 37.8% Poverty vs. 12.5% in 
Colorado

u $13K Per Capita vs. $42K in 
Colorado

! 582,321 acres Total Trust & Tribal 
Fee Lands (541,209 Trust Land & 
Tribal Fee Lands 41,112)



Commercial Opportunity – Now is the 
Time!

SJGS: 1848 MW
4CPP: 2040 MW
4CPP: currently 770 
MW
Past Total Capacity: 
3888 MW



Ground Breaking 
(Ceremony for 1 MW Community Solar)

Since then: 
• 2 additional DOE-cost shares 

for community solar focused 
on housing sector

• 2 Commercial solar projects 
moving forward with lease 
agreements

• 600 MW energy storage 
project in FERC licensing 
process

• 1.5-2MW commercial small 
hydroelectric project (early 
phases of planning)

 



Community Scale Interconnection 
Decisions
! Community Scale Interconnection Scenarios

! Tri-State Power Supplier, NTE 1MW & Policy 115

! WAPA involved as EEA system user/federal decision -
maker



Workforce Development
1 MW project
• 21 applied
• Higher Ed SEEDS Grant
• Temp Worker Program
• 11 employed  
• 6 Interns saw it all  the 

way through
• Other Co.’s Interested
• 2nd Community Scale 

project similar workforce 
development



Future Phases 
of Towaoc Community Solar

! Additional kW – MW at current site
! Brownfields to Greenfields
! Additional Facility Scale Offsets
! 2024: Commercial partners working to assist overcoming local 

constraints

White Mesa Community Solar
• SIS constraint +$360k
• Go big ?
• Go off grid?



Agricultural Water and Hydroelectric 
Potential 

Local and Commercial Opportunities
! Micro-Hydroelectric Project

! 5-10 micro-hydro generators at 7000 acre farm (2 
installed)

! Small Hydroelectric
! 1.5-2.0 MW during irrigation season 
! >7000 MW-hours annually



Large Scale Commercial Renewable 
Energy 

!Commercial Solar
!Energy Storage 



Ongoing Challenges
!Developing Internal Technical Capacity
!Community Scale:

!Capacity and Limitations in Towaoc (EEA) distribution 
system (CO)

!Overcoming Rocky Mountain Power (Pacificorp) 
constraints (UT)

!Does the Tribe care where electricity comes from and 
how?

!Commercial Scale:
!Good Partners
!Capital
! Interconnection
!Markets (best deals we can get)
! Long-term Financial Capacity of Tribe (UME, etc.)

! The Big Question from Tribal Members: “What Happened 
to that Solar Project?..”

! Thanks for Your Attention 


